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MPDATA
Multidimensional Positive Definite Advection Transport Algorithm

Multidimensionality:
antidiffusive fluxes include cross-dimensional terms, as
opposed to dimensionally-split schemes
Positive Definiteness:
sign-preserving + “infinite-gauge formulation for
variable-sign fields
Conservativeness:
upstream for all iterations ( stability cond.)
High-Order Accuracy:
up to 3rd-order in time and space (dep. on options & flow)
Monotonicity:
with Flux-Corrected Transport option
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Abstract. This paper accompanies the f rst release of libmp-
data++, a C++ library implementing the multi-dimensional
positive-def nite advection transport algorithm (MPDATA)
on regular structured grid. The library offers basic nu-
merical solvers for systems of generalised transport equa-
tions. The solvers are forward-in-time, conservative and non-
linearly stable. The libmpdata++ library covers the basic
second-order-accurate formulation of MPDATA, its third-
order variant, the inf nite-gauge option for variable-sign
f elds and a f ux-corrected transport extension to guarantee
non-oscillatory solutions. The library is equipped with a non-
symmetric variational elliptic solver for implicit evaluation
of pressure gradient terms. All solvers offer parallelisation
through domain decomposition using shared-memory paral-
lelisation.

The paper describes the library programming interface,
and serves as a user guide. Supported options are illus-
trated with benchmarks discussed in the MPDATA literature.
Benchmark descriptions include code snippets as well as
quantitative representations of simulation results. Examples
of applications include homogeneous transport in one, two
and three dimensions in Cartesian and spherical domains;
a shallow-water system compared with analytical solution
(originally derived for a 2-D case); and a buoyant convec-
tion problem in an incompressible Boussinesq f uid with in-
terfacial instability. All the examples are implemented out
of the library tree. Regardless of the differences in the prob-
lem dimensionality, right-hand-side terms, boundary condi-
tions and parallelisation approach, all the examples use the
same unmodif ed library, which is a key goal of libmpdata++
design. The design, based on the principle of separation of

concerns, prioritises the user and developer productivity. The
libmpdata++ library is implemented in C++, making use of
the Blitz++ multi-dimensional array containers, and is re-
leased as free/libre and open-source software.

1 Introduction

The MPDATA advection scheme introduced in Smo-
larkiewicz (1983) has grown into a family of numeri-
cal algorithms for geosciences and beyond (see for ex-
ample Grabowski and Smolarkiewicz, 2002; Cotter et al.,
2002; Smolarkiewicz and Szmelter, 2009; Ortiz and
Smolarkiewicz, 2009; Hyman et al., 2012; Charbonneau
and Smolarkiewicz, 2013). MPDATA stands for multi-
dimensional positive-def nite advection transport algorithm1.
It is a f nite-difference/f nite-volume algorithm for solving
the generalised transport equation

∂t(Gψ )+∇ · (Guψ ) =GR. (1)

Equation (1) describes the advection of a scalar f eld ψ in
a f ow with velocity u. The f eld R on the right-hand side
(rhs) is a total of source/sink terms. The scalar f eld G can
represent the f uid density, the Jacobian of coordinate trans-
formation or their product and satisf es the equation

∂t(G)+∇ · (Gu) = 0. (2)

1In fact, MPDATA is sign-preserving, rather than merely
positive-def nite, but for historical reasons the name remains un-
changed.

Published by Copernicus Publications on behalf of the European Geosciences Union.
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key features (as of v1.0):

reusable – API documented in the paper; out-of-tree setups
comprehensive set of MPDATA opts (incl. FCT, infinite-gauge, . . . )
1D, 2D & 3D integration; optional coordinate transformation

four types of solvers:

adv (homogeneous advection)
adv+rhs (+ right-hand-side terms)
adv+rhs+vip (+ prognosed velocity)
adv+rhs+vip+prs (+ elliptic pressure solver)

implemented using Blitz++ (no loops, expression templates)
built-in HDF5/XDMF output
shared-memory parallelisation using OpenMP or Boost.Thread
separation of concerns (numerics / boundary cond. / io / concurrency)
compact C++11 code (< 10 kLOC)
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Jarecka et al. 2015 (J. Comp. Phys.):
shallow water eqs, 3D liquid drop spreading under gravity

Arabas, Jaruga et al. 2015 (Geosci. Model. Dev.);
Jaruga & Pawlowska 2018 (′′):
particle-based/Monte-Carlo simulations of clouds

Waruszewski et al. 2018 (J. Comp. Phys.):
MPDATA ext. for 3rd-order accuracy for variable flows

Dziekan et al. 2018 (AMS Cloud Physics Conf.):
3D LES for atm. boundary layer simulations

MPDATA meets Black-Scholes!
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MPDATA meets Black-Scholes!
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MPDATA meets Black-Scholes: test case
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payoff function:
corridor

truncation error est.
(ψa: B-S formula):
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MPDATA meets Black-Scholes: some takeaways
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explicit, non-oscillatory, positive-definite (option pricing!), second-order solution

consistent (and simple) discretisation for advective and Fickian terms
 for linear payoffs, relevant terms cancel out “before” timestepping

classic: B-S  heat eq. (Lagrangian frame of ref., here: Eulerian)
 no time-dependent coordinate transformation

divergent flow field ( relevant MPDATA option required for 2nd-order)

stability condition: C =
∣∣∣r − σ22 + σ2

∆xA
∣∣∣ ∆t∆x <

1
2  λ2 = 1

σ2
∆x2

∆t & 2

Black-Scholes put formula = “standard model for the transport of an unreactive
solute in a soil column”  Hogarth et al. (1990, Comp. Math. Applic.)
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